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ARAB CORE RAILWAY NETWORK

sources: ‘Arab Railway Network Study’, Dar al Omran and Italferr (2012)
 ‘Jordan National Railway Project’ (2011)
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In Phase 1, the construction of rail infrastructure 
is proposed between Ramallah-Al Bireh and 
Nablus. 
The proposed rail infrastructure extends for 
almost 30 km and includes 4 stations in total 
(operative from Phase 2): 

- Ramallah-Al Bireh-Baytunia, Bir Zayt Univer-
sity, Salfit, and Nablus.

In Phase 2, while an inter-city rail line is already 
operating, connecting Ramallah-Al Bireh with 
Nablus, the extension of railway infrastructure 
starts along the main N-S axis and towards two 
directions: 

- (southwards) from Ramallah-Al Bireh to Bani 
Na’im (Hebron), and; 
- (northwards) from Nablus to Jenin, to Al 
Jalameh BCP, providing the first international 
link between West Bank and Jordan.

In Phase 3, rail system is already functioning in 
West Bank, connecting 14 of the biggest and 
most populated cities. Meanwhile, the construc-
tion of the first international rail system is pro-
posed, with the aim of allowing the following two 
main multi-scale connections:

- Domestic Connection 
- International Link: West Bank/JOR+ISRL
- International Link: Gaza Strip/EGY

While domestic rail system is mainly passenger-
oriented, international rail system is more 
freight-oriented.
In Phase 3, the construction of a  rail link with the 
new Gaza Commercial Port is proposed.

In Phase 4, both domestic and international rail 
systems are operative, linking  West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, from Rafah BCP, to Jenin and Al 
Jalameh BCP, and servicing 27 stations.
In Phase 4, domestic rail system undergoes a 
further extension, involving the cities of Qalqiliya 
and Tulkarm.
The so-defined extension of railway infrastruc-
ture will allow for a longer and more widespread 
network, including 33 stations.
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